Higher education online: Step into a new era.

Since the colleges and universities helped pioneer the use of email and other web-based communication and reference tools, it's no wonder that many
traditional campus-based and even more distance learning programs rely, in various degrees, on the Internet. For good or bad, education has become
more of an industry, while even the most trusted and respected auspices of academia view the web as a technology of their own, rather than
something foreign or imported. Simply, the web works for education, and adaptation to delivering degree programs online has not been just easy, but

necessary.

Rather than being imposed on students, delivering e-learning and distance learning in a virtual learning environment is due to ‘customer demand.’
Increasingly, work commitments and personal commitments are seen less of an obstacle for taking a degree online. A variety of subjects can be
pursued on the basis that where such a program can be delivered, and there is demand, then it will be — such is the economic focus of educational

organisations and institutions.

The idea of delivering degree programs online is part of the e-learning revolution, and although technological hurdles had to be overcome, students
are quick to learn to become familiar with the way the Internet works, and now online degrees are a convenience rather than simply having to grapple
with shaky technology. The advent of broadband has compounded that, and has allowed a full range of web based learning environments to function

smoothly and seamlessly across a variety of formats.

Significantly in developing the technology and delivering it in an accessible and fuss-free manner, higher education organisations also made an
important connection between workers and their desire to increase their skills and knowledge base. The Higher education sector knows that
employees do like to take on further responsibilities, enhance their roles, or take on improved positions within their careers. Others may want a
complete change of direction for their professions, or new careers altogether. Taking a degree online in a flexible work based environment is ideal for

those sets of job-related aims.

Being able to choose when, and where, you carry out your e-learning has become an attractive force when workers decide to go back into education,

whilst still being able to maintain work commitments, and personal responsibilities such as family and domestic life.

Whether combined with campus visits or completely via the virtual learning environment, higher education possibilities are now within a greater reach

for a greater range of prospective students for online degrees.

Importantly, the higher education sector is further developing both the technology presently used in distance learning, and broadening the choice of
e-learning tools and features. Many of these are tailor suited to individual online degree programmes, while others benefit the whole industry.
Accessibility and function is the key to these developments, while its moves like these that are often attributed to the reason why more students are

choosing to combine their careers with taking an online degree offered by a quality higher education organisation.

About the Author
| am taking marketing courses and am about to get my online degree soon.

Source: http://www.spivo.com/articles


http://www.kaplanopenlearning.org.uk/distance-learning.html
http://www.kaplanopenlearning.org.uk/courses/internet-marketing.html
http://www.kaplanopenlearning.org.uk/courses/entrepreneurship.html
http://www.spivo.com/articles

